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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 


United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

$13,025.00 United States Currency, 
Defendant-in-rem. 


Civ. No. I:19-cv-47 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

Plaintiff, United States of America, brings this complaint in accordance with 
Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and alleges as follows: 

N.ature Of The Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of the United 
States of America property involved in violations of the Controlled Substances Act that is subject 
to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

Defen pant / v Rem 

2. The defendant in rent consists of the following: 

$13,025.00 U.S. Currency, 

(hereafter referred to as “Defendant Currency”). 

3. The Defendant Currency was seized by the Drug Enforcement Administration on 
May 31, 2018, in the District of New Mexico. 

4. The Defendant Currency is now, and during the pendency of this action will be, in 
the jurisdiction of this Court. 
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Jurisdiction and Venue 

5. The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico has subject 
matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345, 1355(a) and 1356. 

6. Venue for this civil forfeiture action is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 1355 and 1395, as acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture took place in this district and 
the property is found in this district. Upon the filing of this complaint, the Defendant Currency 
will be arrested by execution of a Warrant for Arrest In Rem in the District of New Mexico. 

F.4CTS 

7. On September 5, 2018, Drug Enforcement Administration, (DEA), Special 
Agents P. Whelan and R. Rodriguez executed a Federal Seizure Warrant at the Albuquerque 
Police Department Metropolitan Forensic Science Center. Agents seized $13,025.00 in U.S. 
Currency as authorized by the warrant. 

8. On May 30, 2018, Albuquerque Police Department sealed and towed a white 
2015 Jeep Cherokee following the arrest of Adrian Michael Armstrong on charges related to an 
Albuquerque Police Department homicide case. The white 2015 Jeep Cherokee was registered to 
Roicelynn D. Armstrong and Adrian Michael Armstrong. 

9. At the time of arrest Armstrong had over $600.00 in cash on his person. Detective 
Gonterman advised Armstrong of his Miranda rights. Armstrong requested an attorney. 

10. On May 31, 2018, APD executed a State of New Mexico Bernalillo County 
District Court Search Warrant on the white 2015 Jeep Cherokee, NM registration 454TPL. The 
following items were found: 

a. A men’s black leather wallet. 
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b. An expired NM Department of Health Medical Cannibas Program Patient 
Identification Card for Adrian Armstrong, with an issuance date of January 8, 
2016 and expiration date of February 8, 2018, with indication of “NO” to 
personal production. 

c. Approximately 222.3 gross grams of marijuana in a clear plastic bag. 

d. Approximately 61.5 gross grams of marijuana in a clear plastic bag. 

e. Approximately 83.4 gross grams of marijuana in the front passenger area. 

f. A red and black “Bilt” fabric drawstring bag, concealing a Ziploc bag 
containing $13,025.00 U.S. Currency. 

11. On May 31,2018 Special Agent P. Whelan confirmed that since 2012 Adrian 
Michael Armstrong has no wage history with the State of New Mexico. 

12. On June 6, 2018, the New Mexico Department of Health Cannabis Program 
confirmed that Adrian Michael Armstrong’s Cannabis Program Patient Card had expired on 
February 8, 2018. Special Agent P. Whelan was advised that Armstrong did not have legal 
protection to possess marijuana and the New Mexico Department of Health Cannabis Program 
no records showing Armstrong had applied for a personal production license. 

First Cl.aim For Relief 

13. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 
through 12 as though fully set forth. 

14. Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) subjects to forfeiture “[a]ll 
moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be 
furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of 
this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
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instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
subchapter.” 

15. Defendant Currency was furnished, or intended to be furnished, in exchange for a 
controlled substance, or constitutes proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or was used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act and is thus subject 
to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE: Plaintiff seeks arrest of Defendant Currency and forfeiture of same to 
Plaintiff, determination of the validity and priority of claims of the Claimants and any Unknown 
Claimants to the Defendant Currency, costs and expenses of seizure and of this proceeding, and 
other proper relief 


Respectfully submitted. 



JOHN C. ANDERSON 
Unite^tates Attorney 


Assistant U.S. Attorney 


P.O. Box 607 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
(505) 346-7274 
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28 li.S.C. § 1746 Declaration 


I am a Special Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration who has read the 
contents of the Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem to which this Declaration is attached; and the 
statements contained in the complaint are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

1 declare under penalty of perjur>^ and the laws of the United States of America that this 
Declaration is true and correct, except as to matters stated on information and belief, and as to 
those matters I believe them to be true. 


Dated: 




Patricia Whelan. Special Agent 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
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